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Nowadays the language learning issue is especially acute, therefore in the context of
educational system reforming, consolidated efforts are directed to determine the most perfect
and qualitative way of foreign language teaching. To make language learning the most
effective, in the educational system continuity must be facilitated and achieved. Continuity is
manifested in the sequence and systematic arrangement of the educational material, through
the connection and coordination of the stages of teaching and educational work, which is
ensured in the transition in the narrow sense from one activity to another, and on a larger
scale from one academic year to the next year, from one level to another. Ensuring of
continuity in the teaching process is a prerequisite for comprehension of the learned material
at a deeper level, reinforcement of the gained knowledge by newly received information, the
new relationships disclosure, what gradually results in increasing the quality of knowledge,
skills and abilities, improving the level of a foreign language mastery and broadening the
total stock of the background knowledge.

The article investigates continuity, as one of the compulsory principles of foreign
language teaching and learning in general education schools. The main focus is on the
research concerning implementation of continuity principle during transition from primary
to secondary school.

Analysis of the educational system has determined that the principle of continuity in
foreign language teaching is often negated and unimplemented during transition from
primary to secondary school. As a consequence, a significant quantity of problems is
originated in the educational process. It causes the necessity to elaborate ways of solving
problems and to implement them as a matter of actual practice.

Key words: continuity in teaching, foreign language, transition, primary school,
secondary school, general education school, principle of continuity, educational process.

Introduction. Modern tendencies in the education and course of learning on globalization
and broad-scale integration into the global space make demand for citizens of Ukraine to
know foreign languages perfectly. Nowadays the language learning issue is especially acute,
therefore in the context of educational system reforming, consolidated efforts are directed to
determine the most perfect and qualitative way of foreign language teaching. To make
language learning the most effective, permanency, consistency and coherence in the
educational system must be facilitated and achieved.

Notwithstanding a large quantity of publications and scientific researches, which
represent different aspects of continuity, some of points remain to be open, fragmentary
examined and insufficiently explored. One of such aspects, which gets not enough attention
and consideration on the part of methodologists and scientists is continuity in foreign
language teaching during transition from primary school branch to the branch of secondary
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school and problems, which can arise during this period. This issue is urgent and topical, thus
it must be thoroughly investigated and analyzed within the frames of modern education. Due
to such a necessity the relevance of the research, conducted in this article, is rationalized.

The subject area of the research is peculiarities of foreign language teaching in general
education schools. The specific topic of the research is continuity principle in foreign
language teaching during transition from primary to secondary school.

The objective of the article is to examine and determine the current state of this
principle, to discover problems, which are connected with implementation of continuity in
foreign language teaching in transition from primary to secondary school and to develop
solving problem ways.

According to the objective of the article the following tasks must be achieved: to
determine the scientific understanding of the concept “continuity”; to examine stages on
which the principle of continuity must be implemented; to analyze implementation of
continuity in foreign language teaching during transition from primary to secondary school;
to determine whether the principle of continuity is achieved and provided in the modern
educational process; to distinguish problems, which concern implementation of continuity
within the boundaries of the system “primary school-secondary school”; to work out
appropriate solving problems ways.

To achieve abovementioned tasks the following research methods are used: scientific
research, which helps to analyze continuity in foreign language teaching comprehensively on
all of the educational stages and levels and to examine thoroughly investigated stages in the
course of pedagogy practice; critical analysis of literature sources, which helps to consider
different approaches to continuity as a scientific concept and to implementation of this
principle in domestic and foreign educational systems.

The twenty-first century is marked with too rapid conditions of knowledge basis updating,
development of technological innovations, set of a wide rage intercultural connections and
large-scale globalization. Due to the current situation the necessity of continual knowledge
updating for educational establishments on different stages arises, in order to bring them into
conformity with nowadays demands and requirements and to prepare new generations to
future challenges properly. The prevailing tendency in Ukraine and abroad is the idea of
educational systems reforming, along with providing of the main principle of permanency in
education. Permanency is a fundamental rationale for effective functioning of educational
systems, which is reflected in the concept of continuity.

Corresponding to the state policy of Ukraine, which is oriented on European Area and
standards, the system of public education, must be reformed with successive transition on a
whole new level. Current legislative documents, which include «Law on educationy, the
program «Education» and «The national policy for development of education in the XXI
century», claim that one of the fundamental principles of teaching and learning is providing
of content continuity and coordination of the educative activity on the different stages and
grades [1; 2].

In «Ukrainian pedagogy dictionary» S. Honcharenko defines continuity in teaching as
«coherence and consistency of educational material arrangement, connection and conformity
of stages and grades of educational and teaching process» [3, p. 227]. Continuity must be
provided both during transition from one lesson to another, and from one academic year to
another. Representation of the concept in a wide sense stipulates that continuity must be
achieved in transition between consequential educational stages.

Continuity is considered by scientists as a psychological category. V. Kolesnykova writes
that «consequence and consistency in teaching and learning must be characterized with
realization and comprehension of completed educational courses on a newer, higher level,
with emphasizing of acquired knowledge by new material, with emergence of new
connections, such that the quality of expertise, knowledge and skills is upgraded and
improved» [4, p. 45].

Outstanding domestic pedagogues V. Sukhomlynsky and K. Ushinsky devoted a special
attention to the principle of continuity in their work. They supported the idea, which claims
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that with no exceptions every sphere and stage of education and training must be guided by
this principle, which can be implemented via corresponding, appropriate situational
conditions and circumstances.

Russian scientist and doctor of education Yu. Kustov in his scientific researches gives
consideration to the continuity principle as a category of didactic, «which depicts consistent
patterns of structure of educational material content and combination of educational methods
referred to overcome contradictions, which have linear discrete character of educational
process and reflects ways of such patterns realization according to objectives of education,
development of intellectual capacities of youth and cultivation of personality» [5, p. 68]. The
same point of view has and suggests for consideration in her works a scientists and a member
of Ukrainian National Academy of Education O Savchenko.

At the present day in the prevailing number of countries the fundamental feature of daily
and business life is multilingualism. Due to the abovementioned, language proficiency
becomes not a fashion statement, but an overriding necessity and a key core competence,
which must be formed in advance in modern specialists. To prepare seasoned professionals,
who have knowledge of language, active and qualitative educational process must begin as
early as studying at primary school, during which foundations must be laid and with transition
to next stages, knowledge and skills must be improved and increased.

This point of view is confirmed by the expert on psychology and pedagogy Markova A.
The scientist emphasizes that «primary school age is a period of learning motivation
establishment, on which destiny and assignment of education predominantly depends for the
whole school age» [6, p. 34].

Continuity in foreign language teaching during transition from primary to secondary
school must be examined thoroughly. A smart organization of continuity on this stage has a
special meaning, because the particular character of educational process has as its main
objective transition to more serious, essential teaching forms, methods and media [7].

To deduce, whether continuity in transition from primary to secondary school is
implemented, it is required to become acquainted with results, which must be achieved by
pupils in the course of educational process. After substantive results analyzing and figuring
out whether they are accomplished, the conclusion can be drawn about the degree of
adherence to the principle of continuity.

After graduation from primary school pupils learning a foreign language must achieve
such results:

e to get elementary, basic skills of oral and written communication with native speakers on
the basis of their capabilities and needs;

e to master rules of verbal and nonverbal behavior;

e to acquire knowledge about elementary linguistic notions, which are necessary to master
foreign language on the primary level of verbal and nonverbal communication;

e toexpand linguistic horizon and to learn to behave friendly and tolerate people who speak
other languages;

e to accumulate information about life of their equals in age from other countries and to

become acquainted with childlore and examples of childhood foreign literature [8].

To put it in other words, in passing from primary to secondary school, pupils must already
have a concrete, obligatory store of knowledge, background and skills, which must be
subsequently solidified, enhanced and completed with new information. In transition to
secondary school stage, in accordance with substantive results during first and second years
of studying pupils must:

e improve their level of foreign language knowledge and communicative competence;

o form friendly and tolerant attitude towards items of foreign culture values, traditions and
mindset;

e understand and be able to express their own point of view with regard to perception of
world and cultivate national identity;

e expand and systematize all current knowledge about language;
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e become more intelligent and erudite, broad linguistic horizon and vocabulary for the
purpose of further assimilation of general speech culture;

e grasp fundamentals for formation of interest and motivation for learning, improving of
foreign language level proficiency.

To facilitate continuity it is necessary to take psychological peculiarities of pupils of
different age brackets into consideration. An exact age of a child must be synchronized with
the content of educational process, methods, forms and media of material presentation. Thus
unique, but interdependent educational programs must be elaborated for every grade of
primary and secondary school. They must take account of psychological, mental, emotional
and personal peculiar qualities of certain age brackets [9].

The point to note is that successfulness of transition from primary to secondary school
directly depends on considering of psychophysical and individual features of pupils. «As
psychologists note, in early teens (from 10-11 to 15 years) a period of the most intensive
development of mentality and brainwork begins. Along with this, children in the age from 10
to 15 retain in the thinking structure components of eye-mindedness, what is characteristic
for primary school-aged children» [10, p. 224].

The synchronization of two crises is distinctive feature of this special age bracket. The
first crisis can be called educational, because it is connected with the harsh change in external
lifestyle patterns. The second one is age crisis combined with internal changes, what results
in demolition of well-presented, conventional system of connections with other people and
with necessity to build on its place a new form of a daily living activity [11].

Having analyzed substantive results, we can claim that with transition from primary to
secondary school they are achieved and implemented only fragmentary, what confirms
indeterminate, inaccurate adherence to the principle of continuity. Modern educational
programs, which are adopted for using and applied in domestic educational institutions, do
not always coincide with standards set by official documents and often don’t take cognizance
of abovementioned age peculiarities, practical significance and expedience of modern level
of pedagogy practice and theory development. Unfortunately, the research shows that the
principle of continuity in foreign language teaching is not implemented comprehensively and
fully-functionally, inasmuch as research and methodological fundamentals of continuity and
its implementation as a matter of actual practice between stages under investigation in
particular and in the whole educational system in general are characterized by specific
discrepancies and problems.

Therefore, the need emerges to specify problems, which surface in consequence of non-
adherence to the principle of continuity in transition from primary to secondary school. After
determination of problems it is necessary to discover ways in which they can be solved and
a foreign language teaching process can be improved, in addition to that transitional phase
between stages under investigation must be simplified and expedited, the most comfortable
conditions for pupils for a transitional period must be created.

Having analyzed and explored modern educational system, we have detected, that
problems, which surface as a result of deficiency or non-implementation of continuity,
concern negating of such aspects: methodological, pedagogical, psychological and
organizational.

Continuity is not actualized and implemented on the pedagogical level, as on a large scale
teaching staff is changed; in particular foreign language teachers are also different for
primary and secondary schools. Secondary school teachers and high school teachers, who
work with newcomers, fifth-graders don’t devote proper, sufficient attention to the fact of
difference existence between pupils of 10—12 years and older students. Quite often teachers
forget about the necessity to adjust fifth-graders to a new, adult system of learning and
communicating. As a result, inflated requirements to children are set, what leads to
degradation of the level of academic and educational achievements and to reducing of
motivation.
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The continuity principle is defied on the methodological level, as schoolbooks for
children of the fourth and the fifth grades have a vast quantity of differences. After transition
to secondary school, fifth-graders face with requirements of intellectual toil and sharpened
wit, appliance of unknown abilities for reflective thinking and generalizing. Fifth-grade
textbooks have larger quantity of new lexical material and grammatical themes, what also
can cause difficulties in perception. Specifically in the course of this educational year at first
time pupils start to gain knowledge about phenomena, which are absent in their mother-
tongue completely or which are not studied in the frames of other subjects. Some hardships
can be observed in use of new speech activity aspects, such as aural comprehension of foreign
speech, critical reading and written speech.

We can designate problems, which are caused by violation of the continuity principle on
the previous stages, such as: gaps in knowledge, which must be assimilated during studying
at the primary school; insufficient formedness of general educational and special skills and
abilities. Inadequate formedness of mental activities and efforts, deficient speech
development and lack of exercising of memory and attention also have a negative impact on
the educational process.

Problems, caused by non-application of the continuity principle, are accompanied with
psychological and personal peculiarities of pupils of the age period from 10 to 12 years, in
particular with: lack of inner motivation for study, unwillingness to make themselves to learn
hourly, changes in surroundings and means of interconnection with it, evolvement of
character, personal development, establishment of volitional and organizational
competencies, changes in emotional sphere and appearance.

This transitional phase in the life of every pupil can be called a critical point, as
peculiarities of primary school age have a strong impact on the educational process. Among
them we can distinguish the next range of specialties: the main activity is communication
with equals in age, assimilation of new forms of behavior and building of mature contacts
with people, who surround the child, formation of self-evaluation and self-esteem, building
of character, fundamental development of logical thinking, capabilities for mental reasoning
and self-examination. During transition from primary to secondary school the sharp change
of educational systems, non-coherence of teaching programs, educational forms, disciplinary
requirements and communicational styles is observed.

Therefore a large quantity of problems exists in the modern, domestic educational system
and especially in transition from primary to secondary school. The main reason, which causes
problems, is violation of continuity principle aspects in foreign language teaching, such as:
methodological, psychological, pedagogical and organizational aspects.

Problems, which arise on this transitional stage, must be immediately solved, as they
exclude successful studying on the nest educational stages, impede broadening of knowledge
and acquiring of high level of foreign language proficiency. Thereby the necessity to discover
solving problems ways arises.

To resolve the abovementioned problems, extensive work must be conducted which will
engage and join efforts of government, educational establishments, pedagogical workers,
psychologists, parents and children. To improve the situation in general and to implement the
continuity principle comprehensively in transition from primary to secondary school, we
suggest applying as a matter of actual practice of the following range of actions, which is
described hereafter.

It is necessary to adhere to the conditions of personality-centered education, what means
that forms and types of differential training and teaching must be applied. This is especially
important for primary school and first grades of secondary school. Considering solving of
problems with the help of differential teaching, implementation of multi-level training
programs can be suggested, when on every level a pupil can be highly evaluated according
to the invested efforts.

To solve modern problems of continuity the coherence and consistency of foreign
language education on structural and content levels must be achieved. On the general state
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level of educational planning there mustn’t be any reductions and decreases of planned
teaching periods, what can improve and raise the quality of education on all stages.

From the methodological point of view the concerted strategy of teaching must be
implemented, which ensure exact formulation of educational tasks and achievements of
objectives at the end of every stage in such a way that it can gradually lead pupils to the next
stage. Such type of interconnection between stages of educational system is achieved with
the help of cross-cutting programs and simultaneous usage of textbooks, which consistently
guide pupils from primary to secondary school age, and afterwards bring them and help to
adjust to studying in high school and higher educational establishments. According to this
solving problem way reference books and school books, which are built on the one author’s
concept are admitted to be the most effective and forward-looking.

In terms of pedagogical aspect, to implement continuity it is necessary to provide close
cooperation between primary and secondary school teachers, their collaborated work with
child psychologists, who will thoroughly explain all the peculiarities of age periods. To
achieve high level of continuity in foreign language teaching, primary school teachers must
be familiar with programs, objectives and methods, which are used in next grades. This will
help them to consider aspects of next educational stages in the course of teaching, to be more
longsighted and to prepare small pupils for transition to secondary school.

Along the same line, foreign language teachers, who work in secondary school, must be
familiar with educational programs of primary school, what will give them an opportunity to
take account of a generated knowledge base and to make on its ground more seamless
transition to adult teaching system, communication and cooperation.

One more way to solve problems is obligatory considering of psychological peculiarities,
which are significant for a concrete age period; practicing of a compulsory preparation for
assimilation of a new educational competencies range; ensuring of the appropriate
requirements system, which is set for the knowledge base, moral qualities and behavior of a
child; implementation of means of motivation and encouragement to cognitive work.

This range of problem solving ways, their gradual implementation in the educational
process will give an opportunity to achieve the continuity principle in transition from primary
to secondary school, to develop all positive features in pupils, which were inserted during
previous stages of studying and education, to provide systematicity of knowledge and
consistency of educational content, forms and methods; to improve moral qualities and
personality of every pupil in general.

Conclusions. In the course of conducted research we have found out that the continuity
principle in the modern educational system is partially implemented and characterized with
the range of problems. Such problems were distinguished: non-coherence of schoolbooks for
different grades; dissimilarity of content, methods and means of teaching and education,
which are implemented in primary and secondary schools; discontinuity of educational and
disciplinary requirements; inefficiency of pedagogical workers of secondary school to take
into account peculiarities of pupils of the age period from 10 to 12 years, what come along
with inflated requirements; negligence of psychological and personal peculiarities of children
of this age period; lack of attention to the continuity principle on the previous stages.

It was defined, that such problems need to be solved immediately, as they impede
successful studying on the further educational stages, make it impossible to enlarge the range
of knowledge and to master foreign languages on a high level.

To solve the problems, caused by insufficient and partial implementation of continuity,
in the article it was suggested to apply such range of ways: to adhere to the conditions of
personally-centered education; to ensure coherence and consistency of foreign language
education in terms of structure and content; to maintain the one educational strategy, what
can guarantee the exact formulation and achievement of objectives on every educational stage
and between them; to implement and promote close cooperation between primary and
secondary school teachers, their collaborated work with child psychologists; to take into
account psychological peculiarities, which are essential for children of age period from 10 to
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12 years; implementation of means of educational motivation and encouragement of pupils
for cognitive work.

Thus, providing and implementation of continuity in teaching is an obligatory condition
for acquiring of modern high-quality and professional education. The most important point,
according to the nowadays situation, is continuity in foreign language teaching on the stages
of primary and secondary school, which lay foundations for all further stages of educational
system. Analysis of the modern system of education and teaching shows that the continuity
principle on the stages under research is defied and neglected, what leads to appearance of a
wide range of problems in terms of organization, pedagogy, content and methodology.

Despite seriousness and dimensions of problems, they can be quite easily and promptly
solved, if joined efforts of governmental entities, auxiliary educational staff, psychologists,
parents and children are expended. Solving problem ways, suggested by this article can be
implemented as a matter of actual practice to introduce sufficient changes and to improve
teaching and educational process not only on the level of general education schools, but also
on other levels of Ukrainian educational system.
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Cyuacni oceimui meHOeHYii ma cnpsAmMy8aHHsA HABUAHHA HA 2100ANI3AYTI0 MA MACWMAOHY
iHmezpayito & c8imosuli NPOCMip, BUMA2armMbv 8i0 2pOMAOsH YKpaiHu 00CKOHAN020 3HAHHS
inozemnux mog. Cb0200Hi NUMANHSA NPO BUBYEHHA MOBU CINOIMb HA036UUAUHO 20CIMPO, MOMY
8 X00i peqhopmy8aHHs OCEIMHBLOI cucmemu, 302dNbHI 3VCULIA CHPAMOBAHI HA NOULYK
HaUOLIbUW OOCKOHAL020 MA AKICHO20 CNOCODY BUKAAOAHHS IHO3eMHOT MOBU. 3015 M020, Wobh
npoyec ueuenHs Moy 0y8 HaubiIbW egheKmusHuM ma AKICHUM, 8 OCEIMHLOMY Npoyeci
nosunHa bymu 3abe3nevena YiiCHicmo, HenepepeHicms ma HACMYNHICIb.

Hacmynnicmo  uAensiemvcsa 6 nOCNiO0GHOCMI Ui CUCEMHOCMI  PO3MAULYBAHHS
HAGYANIbHO20 Mamepiany, 36 A3KY mMa Yy3200CeHOCmi CMYNeHi6 ma emanié HAGYAlbHO-
6UX06HOI pobomu, KA 3a0e3neuyemuvcs npu nepexooi 6 8Y3bKOMY CEeHCi 6i0 00HO20 3aHAMM
00 [HWO020, MA 8 DLIBUWUX MACUMADOAX 8i0 00HO20 POKY HAGUAHHS 00 HACMYNHO20, 8I0 OOHIET
nanku 0o iHwoi. Came 3ab6e3neuenHs HACMYNHOCMI Y 8UKIAOAHHI € 0008 SA3K080I0 YMOBOIO
011 OCMUCTICHHSL BUBUEHO20 HA 2UOWIOMY DI6HI, NIOKPINIEHHs OMPUMAHUX 3HAHb HOBUMU,
PO3KPUMMISA HOBUX 36'A3KI6, 3A60AKU HOMY NOCHYNOBO NIOBUWYEMbCA AKICMb 3HAHb, 6MiHb
Ma HABUYOK, 8OOCKOHANIOEMbCA PIGEHb BON00IHHS THO3EMHOIO MOBOIO MA POSUUPIOEMbCS
3a2anbHUll 3anac GoHOBUX 3HAHD.

Y cmammi pozensoaecmoca nacmynnicme sk 00un i3 0006’A3KOGUX NPUHYUNIG
BUKIIAOAHHA MA HAGYAHHA IHO3EMHOI MOBU 6 3azanvHooceimuiu wikoni. Ocobnugy yeazy
npUOieno O00CHIOJCEeHHIO 3abe3neyeHts: NPUHYUNY HACMYNHOCMI Npu nepexooi 3 JaHKu
«NOYAMKO8A WIKOIAY 00 JIAHKU «CEPeOHs. WKOAAN.

Ananiz cyuacnoi oceimmnvoi cucmemu GUAGUS, WO NPUHYUN HACMYNHOCHI 6 GUKAAOAHHI
iHO3eMHOI MOBU HACMO HIBENIOEMbCA MA He OOMPUMYEMbCS NPU Nepexooi 3 NoYamKo8oi 00
cepeoHboi wKoaU. BHACTIOOK Yb02O BUHUKAE 3HAYHA KINbKICMb NPOOIEM Y HABUATLHOMY
npoyeci, ki NOmpedyIomy HA2AIbHOI PO3POOKU WISXIE GUPILEHHS MA IX 6NPOBAOIICEHHS HA
npakmuyi.

Jlompumanuss npunyuny Hacmynsocmi y 6UKIAOAHHI iHO3eMHOI MO6U npu nepexoodi 3
noYamKko6oi 00 cepeoHboi WKOAU — ye OO0He 3 HAUBANCIUBIWUX NUMAHbL Y CYYACHIU
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VKPAiHCoKill nedazoiyi ma Memoouyi UKIA0aHHs IHO3EMHUX MO8, MAK K came yel eman
BI03HAYAEMbCSL 3HAUHOK KIIbKICMIO 0cobaugocmel, siki HeoOXIOHO 8paxo8yseamu 3a0iis
VCRiWHo20 3a6e3nedents HenepepeHOCMmi, CUCMEeMHOCHI Md NOCAO008HOCMI 3A2AIbHO20
HABYANIbHO20 NPOYEC).

Kntouosi cnoea. nacmynuicme y 6uKiadauHi, iHO3eMHA MO8a, nepexio, NOYamkosa
WIKONA, CepeOHs WKOA, 3A2AlbHOOCEIMHA WKOd, NPUHYUN HACMYNHOCMI, 0C8IMHIll npoyec.
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