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Cmamms npuceauena 00CHiONCeHHIO 3ac00i6 cmBopenHs epekmis 00 ekmugHocmi 6
HOBUHHUX CMAMMAX Npo KOpoHasipyc. B pobomi meopemuuno oOIpyHmMo8aHi MoOBHI
3acobu, wo penpeseHmyloms egexmu 00'ekmugHocmi, AKi 003601UMU KIACUDIKyeamu ix,
8I0N0BIOHO 00 piBHA egexkmy 00 ckmusHocmi. B cmammi npakmuuno niomeepoiceHo
WUpoKe 3aCMOCY8AHHA MOGHUX 3AC00I8, WO PENnpe3eHmMYIOMb HABMUCHE CMEOPeHUll ederm
006 ’exmusnocmi y 25 nosunnux cmammsax BBC, saxi mu npoananizysanu. Mu dosenu, wo
eexm 00’ ckmusHOCMI 8 HOBUHHUX CMAMMAX NPO KOPOHABIPYC 00CAAEMbCA Uepes3
BUKOPUCIMAHHA NEBHUX MOBHUX 3ac00i8 8i0N06IOHO 00 cmyneHs egexmy 06 €EKMUSHOCHI:
BUCOK020, CEPeOHbO20 MAd HU3ZLKOZO.

Lle Oocnidoicenns npointocmpysano me, WO HOBUHHI CMAMMI NPO KOPOHABIPYC
Hacnpagdi € cyb eEKmuGHUMU, ane iXHa cy0 EKMUHICMb 3AMACKO8AHA 34 O0NOMO2010
DIBHOMAHIMHUX TIHeGICMUYHUX 3ac00i8, wo cmeoproms epexm 06 ekmuernocmi. Ceped
HUX: NOOaWHs cmamucmuku 0e3 nocunawus Ha OyOb-aKI Odcepend, KilbKiCHA
Xapakmepucmuka 3 OONOMO2010 IMeHHuKie MHodcunu, ciig morelless, yszacanvueni
06cmagunu Micys ma 4acy, 6UKOPUCMAHHS HeNpsAMoi MOBU 3 VHUKAHHAM Npueady8amHs
MO8Ys a0 BUKOPUCHAHHS NPAMOT MOBU - YUMYBAHHSL.

Knwouosi cnosa: egexm 00'ekmuenocmi, MO8HI 3aco0u, HOSUHHI cmammi,
KOpoHagipyc, cyb eKmueHicmo.
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Abstract. The article is devoted to the study of the means of creating objectivity
effects in news articles about the coronavirus. The paper theoretically substantiates the
linguistic means that represent the objectivity effects, which allowed to classify them
according to the level of the objectivity effect.

The article practically confirms the widespread use of language tools that represent
the deliberately created objectivity effect in the 25 BBC news articles we have analyzed.

We have shown that the objectivity effect in coronavirus news articles is achieved
through the use of certain language tools according to the degree of objectivity effect: high,
medium and low.

This study illustrates that news articles about the coronavirus are in fact subjective,
but their subjectivity is masked by a variety of linguistic means that create the objectivity
effect. These include the presentation of statistics without reference to any source,
quantitative characterization using plural nouns, words more / less, generalized
circumstances of place and time, the use of indirect speech to avoid mentioning the speaker
or the use of direct speech - citation.

Keywords: objectivity effect, language tools, news articles, coronavirus, subjectivity.

Introduction

The news the society reads is about bursting issues. As the amount of people that are
ill with coronavirus increases, the news articles about its widespread are getting more
readership audience. It’s a hot question how to cope with the disease. People are likely to
get to know the symptoms, the rules how to behave when they or their close are ill. They
need the information of the general situation. And these are the news that can provide
people with data (Alba-Juez, 2017: 81).

In a quickly-developing society people wish to finish everything as fast as possible
and at the same time they look for several resources. In order to shed light on it, we will
analyze the news articles, their objectivity in particular. According to many people
experiences there are some unreliable or reliable to some extent news. They are informative
but may be subjective (Chaiuk, Dunaievska, 2020: 184).

The insecurity feeling is increasing nowadays. Sociologists study the fear culture
and provide the theoretical background on how the media presents the news connected with
coronavirus outbreak and cause the audience’s anxiety ((Alba-Juez, 2017: 82).

The topicality of the research consists in the fact of unveiling objectivity effects in
news about coronavirus.

The course paper aims to study the linguistic means used to create objectivity
effects in news about coronavirus.

Materials and research methods

The material of the research is the Coronavirus news on English news site namely
BBC [https://www.bbc.com/news/].

The aim and the tasks of the research paper presuppose the application of the
following general scientific methods: the method of random sampling so as to single out
constructions denoting effect of objectivity; quantitative method in order to count the most
frequently used constructions. The specific linguistic methods are as follows: definitional
approach for defining terms relevant to the topic; classification method for dividing
constructions into different groups; the method of generalization for formulation of names
of groups of constructions and for making conclusions.

Numerous examples to each of three levels of objectivity: low, middle and the high
one have been found on BBC website. The low objectivity level falls into 4 subgroups:
denoting lack of source, possibilities, imprecise place or time and considerations.
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The next large group is the middle objectivity effect level. There belong examples of
linguistic means found in the analyzed articles that can impress readers more than those
from the first group and make them think of information given in the news as of the
objective one. Here the speaker is omitted. It can be either complete or partial omission.

Speaking about complete omission of the speaker, in the news there are names of
countries, organizations or collaborative words denoting groups of people are used instead
of concrete ones.

In partial omission the speaker’s name is given without his position at work, or a
company they work for in some news items while in the others there are only their positions
and no names.

The last and the largest is the group of linguistic means denoting a high objectivity
effect level. It is created by the wide usage of quotes. They consist of real words the
speakers had previously said and normally do not have any impurities. That allows the
readership to acquire the essence of the given words without any obstruction. Moreover,
respected and famous writers won't risk their positions at work and change words using
quotes. Though quotes are belonging to the high level of objectivity, they are subjective in
their nature as well. Quotations are used to persuade the reader to rely on the given
information, but it happens very often that the words are provided out of context even with
the contrary meaning as a consequence.

Many news writers publish news describing the situation with Covid-19 and employ
different linguistic means to create the objectivity effect.

Scientific basis

The definition of the news text includes two aspects: news text is about something
new and it is related to the readers’ lives. Taking into account both aspects the conclusion is
that the news text is a text containing news about recent events from life that is familiar,
required and needed for the readers. There is a huge variation of news texts™ topics: about
health, about officials, about war conflicts etc. They may be about the most specific things
like a new version of IPhone and more general like the level of poverty in the country. They
may be connected with a particular person or with the society overall (Palczewski, 2018).

The criteria for the news item are the following: originality, uniqueness, interest or
significance, and writing about people. News texts are used to inform readers about events
of the day which are considered newsworthy or important (Niblock, 2005: 74).

The common suggestion is that there must be not more than 20 words in a sentence.
The recommendation is that each sentence must be limited to no more than three separate
ideas (Palczewski, 2018).

As for the sentence structure it’s needed to use active voice in news, so readers can
remember them. A subordinate clause is omitted to start a sentence with.

Of course, lively language is more preferred than clichés as the language of a reader
is more important than the author’s. However, if it’s impossible to avoid using a new word,
it must be followed immediately with an explanation (Ha6oxk A. I).

Moreover, there exist such manipulations of creating an effect of objectivity as using
general nouns instead of real people, generalized adjectives, absence of quotation, no proof
or a real resource of information. If above-mentioned peculiarities of English news texts are
kept, then the news draw audience’s attention and make them interesting and easy for
reading (FOpxoga, 2020).

Research results

In news texts on the BBC site we have found various linguistic means creating
objectivity effect. All of them fall into three large groups denoting: a low objectivity level
(25 %), a middle objectivity level (19 %) and a high objectivity level (56 %). Linguistic
means denoting statistics lacking a source. They take the central position in describing low

154

«@inonociuni mpaxmamuy, Tom 14, Nol ' 2022



objectivity level in news about coronavirus as they are numerous. Taking into account that
fact that numbers and per cent can make people trust the author, this approach is prevailing.

It is commonly used to give statistic data of the amount of the dead people due to
coronavirus in nowadays news. Usually it is presented with the help of numbers as
graphical signs, or nouns “numbers”, “dozens”, “hundreds” and even the word “confirmed”
is used when there is no reference to the confirmative source. Also scalar are applies such
as: fewer, less, more and over.

A bright example of the statistic provided with no further reference to the source of
it is: One in 1000 of the entire UK population has already died after being infected with
coronavirus during the pandemic (12 <Hopefully next year we’ll be living a normal life>).
Such statistic is used preferably at the beginning of the articles, as it causes an interest for
reading them.

The next widespread statistics is about the number of people who are tested and
found ill. As we can see in a further example, this statistic is not confirmed in some news as
well. A surgeon at Merseyside hospital has tested positive for coronavirus (5 <Aintree
hospital surgeon tests positive>). A second member of staff at a Merseyside hospital has
tested positive for coronavirus, after a surgeon was also diagnosed (9). Both presented
examples are about the same hospital and the amount of ill staff. There is no citation of the
resource in both of them. The second instance is taken only two days later after the first
item is published. It remains unclear whether the author intentionally does not prove the
words or it is a coincidence.

Readers have a strong interest to the question of vaccination. So, the statistic of the
amount of vaccinated people is used in many news articles as a trigger. It is written with the
help of numbers and they are rounded to the numbers that are easy to remember as “a
million”, “a hundred”, “a thousand” etc.

While analyzing the way the journalists are minded to evoke strong emotions in
their readers, we found such a kind of writing that makes the readers feel afraid. Authors
write about something terrible and as they have no background, they use words as “a
further possibility”, “could be”, “might also be”, “is likely to be”, or “it could mean”. So,
there are two subgroups according to the words used: using modals — 18 examples (16,6%)
and the word “possibility” — 6 examples (5, 6%).

Possible meaning of a developing situation is in the next case: Practically, it could
mean an end to going to the pub or to the restaurants for the duration of the circuit breaker
(McCormac). Here we can see an author’s opinion since there is not any official claim
corresponding to this.

There is a range of news items describing some issues that are hot among the
audience. Still, not having enough information about the events, the texts are published
with unclear adverbials modifiers of place as the following: “across”, “during the evening”,
“in (a country name)”, or “throughout ...”. It takes 2,7 % (7 examples) out of this group.

These so-called considerations may touch means of treatment: There are some drugs
that have truly brutal consequences on the body, but are still approved because they are
considered worth the risk (Gallagher). It’s unclear who considers that treatment worth the
risk of somebody’s death actually, and why somebody must agree with this.

In the represented speech there is an information like “he/she said that”. If it is a
reliable news resource, there is at least briefly said who is the speaker. His position at work,
where he works and his name are preferable.

There are two subgroups. The first is complete omission of the speaker — 36
examples (55,4%), and the second one is partial — 29 examples (44,6 %).  The following
substitutes belong to the first subgroup (they are applied instead of the required as): the
name of the country- 1 example (0,4 %), the collective name or organizations — 17
examples (26%), and generalized nouns denoting some groups of people with no
personalization — 19 examples (29 %).
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The name of the country creates an objectivity effect. It is given as though
somebody is saying it. But who is not clear for a thoughtful reader: The United Arab
Emirates is the first country to rate a front-running Chinese vaccine for Covid-19, saying it
was 86% effective in a phase-three trial (3 <China jab 86 % effective, UAE says>). It is a
vivid example of how the name of a country is used instead of a real speaker.

In the news there can be some generalizations or collaborative names used.
Scientists advising the UK government say spending six seconds at a distance of 1m from
someone is the same as spending one minute at a distance of 2m (4 <1 m distancing is
possible in NI from Monday>). It is impossible to get what scientists are there in that piece
of, nothing about their nationality, a field of science, organization they are working for etc.
is said. Regulators have advised that anyone with a history of significant allergic reactions
should not have the Pfizer/BioNTech jab (Connolly). Unknown from the context regulators
decided who should not have the vaccine.

There exist such sayings with the person mentioned when only some part of usually
provided information is presented. In some cases, there are only names, that may be not
familiar to an average reader — 8 examples (12,3%), or only profession titles with no name
— 21 examples (32,3 %).

The position without name can mislead as in the example below. In this case when
several nations are mentioned it is not directly that this person belongs to the UK: The
prime minister has told leaders of the devolved nations that he is committed to a UK-wide
approach to tackling coronavirus “even if different parts of the UK begin to move at
slightly different speeds”, Downing Street said (7 <Urges ‘caution’ on lockdown easing>).
For the UK's readers it may sound normal as they know their ministers as supposed.
However, the representatives of the other countries may need more information to accept
this as the objective one.

Firsthand interviews are very often observed in journalism. News write a person’s
real name and then quote them directly. As most reputable journalists can't risk their job by
fabricating a quote, those quotes are mostly reliable. Outlets generally only withhold names
if identifying a person would endanger them.

To conclude, quotes seem to be the most reliable source of information used by
journalists. They directly show what a definite person has said. And it seems to have no
room for a personal attitude of the author. Though, the quotes that are taken out of context
to prove the necessary point of view as well not fully objective.

Conclusions

Today we have a large selection of news texts dedicated to coronavirus topics.
However, they only seem to be objective. They are subjective indeed though different
linguistic means are used to create the objectivity effect.

Such criteria for the news item as originality, uniqueness, interest or significance are
applied to news texts. They are used to inform readers about events of the day that are
newsworthy or important. Above-mentioned information ensures that a great choice of
linguistic means help journalists to cultivate a fear culture, share fake news and create
objectivity effect.

Perspectives of further investigation of the given topic consists in the necessity of
profound studying of the other linguistic means of creating objectivity effect in news about
coronavirus that are not included in this paper due to the limit of volume and in studying
other spheres of creating objectivity effect in English news texts on other topics.

REFERENCES

1. Alba-Juez, Laura. Evaluation in the Headlines of Tabloids and Broadsheets: A
Comparative Study. Evaluation in Media Discourse: European Perspectives, no.
November, 2017, pp. 81-82.

156

«@inonociuni mpaxmamuy, Tom 14, Nol ' 2022



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Chaiuk, T. A., Dunaievska, O. V. 2020. Producing the Fear Culture in Media: An
Examination on Coronavirus Discourse. Journal of History Culture and Art
Research, 9 (2), 184-194.

M. Palczewski The term news-its concept and definition in Anglo-Saxon tradition.
A review and classification attempt Article - July 2018

S. Niblock, Practice and Theory: What Is News? [in:] Print Journalism. A critical
introduction, ed. R. Keeble, New York 2005, p. 73-82.

The Concise Oxford English Dictionary 2011, Pages 1696, Oxford University Press.
Habox A. 1. BepOamizamis edekriB 00’€KTHBHOCTI Ta Cy0 €KTHBHOCTI B
AQHTJIOMOBHOMY HOBHHHOMY IHTEPHET-THCKYpPCi: KOTHITHBHO-PHTOPUYHHIN AaCICKT:
aBToped. auc. ... kKaua. ¢imor. Hayk: 10.02.04. Oneca, 2018. 9-11 c.

IOpkoBa O. Maninmynsaii, (eliku, KOHCHIPOJOTis, OCOOMCTI HaHi JIOIeH — sIK
yKpaiHCBbKi Meflia MOBiMOMIISIIOTh PO KOpoHaeipyc. | sk moTpi6HO pobutu [online
resource]/ O. IOpxoga. 2020. URL:
https://texty.org.ua/articles/100492/manipulyaciyi-fejky-konspirolohiya-osobysti-
dani-lyudej-yak-ukrayinski-media-povidomlyayut-pro-koronavirus-i-yak-potribno-
robyty/

Connolly M. Coronavirus vaccine: Belfast care home residents receive Covid-19 jab
[online resource]/ M. Connoly. 2020. URL.: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-
ireland-55246895

Coronavirus vaccine: China jab 86% effective, UAE says [online resource]. 2020.
URL.: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55250560

Coronavirus: Aintree hospital surgeon tests positive [online resource]. 2020. URL:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-51822307

Coronavirus: urges ‘caution' on lockdown easing [online resource]. 2020. URL:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52568698

Coronavirus: Second hospital worker tests positive [online resource]. 2020. URL:
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-51852743

Covid-19 vaccine: 'Hopefully next year we'll be living a normal life' [online
resource]. 2020. URL.: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55230423

Covid-19: Latest figures for Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex [online resource]. 2020.
URL.: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-norfolk-54452133

Cuddy A. Covid: Students and retirees form longdistance friendships [online
resource]/ A. Cuddy. 2020. URL: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-
55235378

McCormac J. Coronavirus Q&A: How would a circuit breaker work for NI? [online
resource] / J. McCormac. 2020. URL: https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-
ireland-54433182

Received: 14 March, 2022

157

«@inonociuni mpaxmamuy, Tom 14, Nol ' 2022


https://texty.org.ua/articles/100492/manipulyaciyi-fejky-konspirolohiya-osobysti-dani-lyudej-yak-ukrayinski-media-povidomlyayut-pro-koronavirus-i-yak-potribno-robyty/
https://texty.org.ua/articles/100492/manipulyaciyi-fejky-konspirolohiya-osobysti-dani-lyudej-yak-ukrayinski-media-povidomlyayut-pro-koronavirus-i-yak-potribno-robyty/
https://texty.org.ua/articles/100492/manipulyaciyi-fejky-konspirolohiya-osobysti-dani-lyudej-yak-ukrayinski-media-povidomlyayut-pro-koronavirus-i-yak-potribno-robyty/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-55246895
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-55246895
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-55250560
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-51822307
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-52568698
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-merseyside-51852743
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-55230423
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-norfolk-54452133
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55235378
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55235378
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-54433182
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-54433182

